The Coming of the Portuguese

was one of the greatest that has ever existed. In
the words of Pope Alexander the Sixth, the
King of Portugal was " Lord of the Navigation,
Conquests, and Trade of Ethiopia, Arabia,
Persia, and India." Goa speedily became the
capital. A succession of famous viceroys, in-
cluding the great Dalboquerque, some merely
capable, some merely cruel, most of them both,
extended the power of Portugal throughout the
East Indies. Gradually Malacca, Mangalore,
Surat, all the Guzerat ports, Muscat, Ormuz,
Daman, Calicut, Cochin, most of Ceylon,
Negapatam, Bombay, Tatta on the Indus,
Masulipatam, Macao, most of the Coromandel
and Bengal ports, in fact almost every place
of importance to the Indian trade between
Aden and Formosa, feU into their hands or
beneath their influence. In India itself there
was no power capable of resisting their steady
advance. Internecine struggle and racial and
religious antagonism prevented any common
resistance to the invader. The quarrel between
the ports of Calicut and Cochin gave the Portu-
guese their first foothold on the Malabar coast.
The long-standing dispute between the king-
dom of Vijayanagar and his Mohammedan foes
in the Deccan not only nullified all idea of the
inhabitants of Southern India making common
cause, but so far from this, actually suggested
to the Portuguese the formation of an alliance
between themselves and the Hindu kingdom
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